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taken by surprise at early twilight on the evening of the 23d. 
The state of the writer's health decidedly forbade long and late 
watching. A count of thirty minutes in the early part of the 
evening gave 150 meteors as a result. Some of my neigh- 
bors, however, saw greater numbers. Later in the evening an 
intelligent and trustworthy young gentleman counted 350 meteors 
in half an hour, or at the rate of 700 per hour. The whole 
number between 8 and no' clock was probably not less than 
1000. The usual radiant was observed. It may be worthy of 
remark that the same section of the cometary orbit, or nearly 
the same, was crossing the. Earth's path at this time as on the 
night of November 27, 1872 ; but the following part, or that 
which brought up the rear, in November, 1885. A careful study 
of the structure and phenomena of such parts of the cometary 
mass as may present themselves from year to year may unex- 
pectedly afford the means of solving some problem of chemical 
structure. 

The phenomena had disappeared on the night of the 24th. 



POGSON'S COMET OF 1872. 



By W. H. S. Monck. 



Some time ago I called the attention of the members of this 
Society to the probability of a return of Pogson's comet of 1872 
during the present year. I have since met with an observation 
of probably the same comet which indicates a period of about 7 
years and a consequent return in 1893. 

The observation was made by Mr. Buckingham on November 
9, 1865, who then saw "two round vapory bodies near each 
other ; after watching several minutes motion was detected (from 
n. f. to s. p.) in the smaller one, which appeared most condensed 
but without any sign of nucleus, but yet with a defined outline. ' ' 
{Monthly Notices R. A. S. Vol. xxvi, p. 271.) The positions 
given by Mr. Buckingham for the two objects are : 

R. A. N. p. D. 

A. . 23 1 ' 19'" 3 s . (Some minutes N. of B.) 

B..23" 19'" 12.75 s . 77 25'. 
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The comet was, perhaps, also observed by Mr. Talmage on 
November 4, 1869, though he did not notice its duplicity. His 
position is : 

R. A. N. P. D. 

22" 54'" 45.47 s . 76°.3 3 ' 39". 

I may remark that Pogson does not describe the comet seen 
by him as double. The supposed duplicity rests on the hypothe- 
sis (suggested apparently by theoretical reasons) that the bodies 
which he saw on the 2d and 3d of December, 1872, were distinct. 
His positions are : 

R. A. N. p. D. 

Dec. 2. .14" 7"' 27 s . 124 46'. 
Dec. 3. . 14" 22'" 2.9 s . 125 4' 28". 



(TENTH) AWARD OF THE DONOHOE COMET- 
MEDAL. 



The Comet-Medal of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific 
has been awarded to W. R. Brooks, Esq. , Director of the Smith 
Observatory at Geneva, New York, for his discovery of an unex- 
pected comet on August 28, 1892. 

The Committee on the Comet-Medal, 

Edward S. Holden, 

j. m. schaeberle, 

Chas. Burckhalter. 
October 28, 1892. 



(ELEVENTH) AWARD OF THE DONOHOE COMET- 
MEDAL. 



The Comet-Medal of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific 
has been awarded to Professor E. E. Barnard for his discovery 
of an unexpected comet, by photography, at Mt. Hamilton, on 
October 12. 

The Committee on the Comet-Medal, 

Edward S. Holden, 
J. M. Schaeberle, 
Charles Burckhalter. 



